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FROM THE HEAD 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome to the first newsletter of the new term. I am pleased that we have started the year with just a 
bit more normality than we finished the last one! Normal normal is still a way down the line and this 
term I have no doubt we’ll have to get used to online parents’ meetings and even possibly an online 
Willow nativity. 

The children have all been amazing and I was really impressed by Beech 
class on Monday afternoon when I took them for computing and PE – 
their attitude to learning was excellent. The staff team have just about 
got their heads round how we have to do things now and they also have 
been amazing. 
 
I really do understand the frustrations about children staying off school 
and having to get Corona virus tests when we are all pretty sure they 
have the usual start of term cold we all get when the new school year 
starts. But, we all have a duty to keep each other safe and while there is 
no vaccine for what is a really nasty disease when contracted by 
someone a bit older (that’s me now!) or with other health conditions. 
 
So please, if anyone in your household develops a new persistent cough, 

a temperature of 38° or above or has a change in taste or smell, stay away from school and get a test 
(and yes, I have tried and I know just how frustrating that is too!) 
 
On the other hand, if there is no cough or high temperature, children can come 
to school as normal so don’t think a bit of a snuffle means they have to stay at 
home. 
 
We’ll soon be having some markings added to the playground around both 
gates – please don’t gather in the marked areas as there is still some 
congestion at the gates. And please let people come through the gates 
remembering to keep 2 metres distance wherever possible. 
 
Finally, enjoy the lovely sunshine we are having as summer ends and autumn 
pokes its head over the horizon. The early mornings this week have been really beautiful. 
 

Richard Hearn 
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Beech Class Sweetcorn Picking at Whitehall 
Beech class have kindly been invited to pick sweetcorn at 
Whitehall Garden Centre, this Friday 18th September. 
 
The children will leave school after registration and walk to 
the field near Whitehall and will have the opportunity to 
pick sweetcorn, learning about how crops are grown and 
thinking about where our food comes from (not the freezer 
section of Sainsbury’s!) and bring their harvest back to 
school.  The children will return to school before lunchtime.  
Your child will need to wear trainers or walking boots as the field can be rough in places.  They will also 
need a coat as the mornings can be chilly. 
 
Due to the trip taking place this Friday, we would request that all permission slips are returned to the 
class teacher by Wednesday 16th September.  Without a permission slip, your child will, sadly, not be 
able to attend this trip.  There is no cost to this trip. 
 
If you need any further information, please speak to a member of the Beech class team. 
Nasal flu vaccination – Electronic consent  

As last year the Immunisation Team will be offering the Flu vaccination to all Primary aged children. 
This will take place between October - December 2020 across Wiltshire/BaNES/Swindon and as last 
year the consent will need to be completed electronically. 
  
In order to provide electronic consent for your child’s Flu vaccination, please access the consent portal 
via the following link:  

https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/flu/2020/wilts  

We would like to request that consent is provided as soon as possible as the link closes 7 – 14 days 
prior to the session in school on Monday 19th October. This link is secure, please carefully select your 
child’s school from the drop down menu and this will ensure that the consent is in the right place.  Full 
details and information to assist you in completing the consent is detailed on the portal including full 
FAQ’s, patient information and contact details should you wish to speak to a nurse regarding the nasal 
vaccination.  
  
If you have any difficulties or queries with this process please do not hesitate to contact the team on 
0300 247 0082.  

Appointments in School Time 
A reminder that only emergency and hospital appointments should be 
booked during school time.   
 
If your child needs to see the optician, dentist or doctor routinely, please 
make these appointments after school. 
 
Thank you. 

https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/flu/2020/wilts


STOP PRESS…………………. This will now be done via zoom 
We are adopting a maths scheme called Power Maths to support our teaching of maths.  

What is Power Maths? 

Power Maths is a resource that has been designed for UK schools based on research and 
extensive experience of teaching and learning around the world and here in the UK. It has 

been designed to support and challenge all pupils, and is built on the belief that EVERYONE can learn maths 
successfully. 
 
I will be holding a Power maths workshop for parents on Thursday 17th September at 3.30pm 4.00pm – time 
change to allow everyone to get home before the presentation. 
 
It should last 30 to 40 minutes and there will be time to ask any questions that you have as well. 
 
To join the online presentation . . . .  

Topic: Power Maths for Parents 
Time: Sep 17, 2020 04:00 PM London 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78020150266?pwd=bUNzc09oS2g2S0hWVXJWT1pLRGpydz09 
 
Meeting ID: 780 2015 0266 
Passcode: btMt02 

School Lunches and Universal Free School Meals 
All pupils in reception, year 1 and year 2 are entitled to universal free school meals.  If you would like 
your child to receive a school meal, orders must be made on line by 9.00am Friday for the following 
week.  Orders cannot be accepted after this deadline. If you miss the deadline, your child will need to 
bring in a packed lunch. 
 
To order please visit https://www.suebradycatering.com/page26.html 
 

The School Meals Order form has an option that will allow parent’s contact details and children’s meal 
profiles to be ‘remembered’. If this option is selected the next time you use the order form relevant 
fields will automatically fill with your details.    
 
If your child is in reception, year 1, year 2 or is entitled to FSM enter the following code:  sbc18 
If you have any issues ordering on line, please call Sue Brady on 01672 519200 or email 
services@suebradycatering.com 

Breakfast Club and After School Club From September 

Breakfast club runs Monday – Friday (term time only) from 7.45am. The 
cost is £4 per child or £3.50 per child for brothers and sisters attending 
together. 
 
We are pleased to let you know our after school club, which runs every 
school day from the end of school until 5.30pm, will be back from 3rd 
September. If you need any information, please speak to a member of 
the office staff or go to our website:   
www.lacock.wilts.sch.uk/clubs 
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Message from Mary Gubbins – Team Vicar  
Hello. My name is Mary Gubbins and I am the new (since 1 September) part time Team Vicar in the 
Greater Corsham and Lacock Team.  
 
As part of my job description, I am to be involved with and available to the Lacock school community, 
and to build links between the school community and the worshipping community at St. Cyriac’s.  
I would have liked to begin to meet people at the school gate and in school, but we are living in strange 
times. We need to care for each other and our families, by physical distancing and following all 
guidelines. We can still be in contact with each other by many old and new technologies 
My email is vicar@corshamandlacockchurches.org.uk and my phone number is 07847583005. Please 
do contact me if you would like to. Because of the part time nature of my work, there may be a delay in 
me getting back to you, but I will get back to you. 
 
I am married to a vicar and we live in Chippenham. I have a son (21) and a daughter (19), both at 
university and a son in Year 12 at Sheldon. I enjoy meeting people, walking and reading. 

We have introduced a new way 
to report a child’s absence from 
school. It takes just a few taps in 
the free Studybugs app to let us 
know your child will not be in 
school. 
 
No need to ring school and find 
the line is busy! 
 
We can also see at a glance the 
numbers for any given reason 
for absence – so we can quickly 
see if there are several cases of 
flu for example and we can then 
let you know if there are any 
infectious outbreaks  

The FLS make a huge contribution to the school through 
organising events and raising money. This year the 
Scarecrow Trail had to be cancelled which made a 
massive dent in our fund raising efforts. I'd like to remind 
everyone we are registered with Easyfundraising which 
allows you to make a donation to school when shopping 
online. Just changing my broadband provider a couple of 
months ago raised £40 for the school. I was going to 
change anyway and it didn't cost me anymore. So please 

look out for websites which allow you to make donations through Easyfundraising and raise money for 
school at no extra cost to you! 

 
 
Please be aware that from time to time we are asked to publicise events from other groups / organisations. While we are happy to advertise 
events and distribute letters from third parties, we do not endorse them and it is for parents / carers to check the reliability and safety of these 
events / companies. 
 
 
 



Letters sent home via ParentMail in the last fortnight 

Subject Class / year group Date 

In2sport clubs All 3rd September 

Transition All 7th September 

Power Maths All 8th September 

Sheldon Open Evening Year 6 9th September 

Headteacher update All 11th September 

Beech Class Trip Beech 14th September 

 
 

Dates for 2020 / 2021 
 

Some events (in italics) are run by Friends of Lacock School (FLS) and are not yet confirmed. 
All dates are subject to change. We will give as much notice of any changes as possible. 

September 2020  

Thursday 17th Transition day 

Friday 18th Beech to Whitehall Garden Centre 

Monday 21st  Reception start school 

October 2020  

Wednesday 21st  Harvest Festival Service (1.30pm)TBC 

Wednesday 21st  Last day of term (finish 2.30pm) 

Thursday 22nd to Friday 30th  Half term holiday 

  

November 2020  

Monday 2nd  First day of term 2 

  

December 2020  

Friday 18th  Christmas Service (1.30pm)TBC 

Friday 18th  Last day of term (finish 2.30pm) 

  

January 2021  

Monday 4th  First day of term 3 

  

February 2021  

Friday 12th  Last day of term 3 

Monday 15th to Friday 19th Half term holiday 

Monday 22nd  TD Day – School closed to pupils 

Tuesday 23rd  Start of term 4 for pupils 

  

 
 



 


