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Our key text is ‘The Great Fire of London’ by Emma 
Adams and James Weston Lewis, in which the 
children explore London in the present and the past, 
through the story of the great fire. Children 
compare the London of today and the London of 
1666, using past and present tense. A sense of 
audience and purpose is heightened as children 
write a spiel for a tourism event and write a blurb 
for the Museum of London’s Great Fire exhibit. They 
explore the cause of the fire and create warning 
posters in role as King Charles II. Drama is used 
throughout to explore the experiences of Londoners 
during the fire and children create speech bubbles 
and diary entries. Children also role play being in the 
King’s Council and make speeches giving King 
Charles II advice on what to do. 

Science 

 

This term our science topic is ‘Materials’. The 
children will learn to recognise many different 
materials including plastic, metal, wood, glass, fabric 
etc. They will sort materials based on their 
properties and test materials to discover which are 
waterproof, reflective, flexible, opaque, transparent, 
absorbent or rigid. The children will investigate 
which materials can be changed permanently or 
temporary and which can return to their original 
form. The children will find out which materials are 
man made and which are natural and understand 
what each term means. 

RE Easter. 
This term we will learn about the Christian festival of 
Easter. We will read the Easter story in the Bible and 
discover how this story is central to the Christian 
faith. The children will be engaged in roleplay work 
acting out the story and getting to know the 
different characters as the story progresses. We will 

 



 
 

learn why we give Easter eggs linked to the Easter 
story too. 

History 

 

Who was Samuel Pepys? 
The children will learn all about the events of the 
Great Fire including how the fire started, where it 
started, how and why it spread and how it was 
eventually brought under control. 
The children will use a variety of historical sources of 
evidence including paintings and photographs of fire 
fighting equipment at the time. They will learn that 
we know a lot about the Great Fire from diaries that 
were written at the time. We will read a few extracts 
from Samuel Pepys’ diaries and then have a go at 
writing some of our own and aging them to look as if 
they were written back in 1666. 

Art

 

The children will be creating 3D art this term and 
making 3D Tudor houses, just like those in London in 
1666. The children will learn how to make a basic 
structure by measuring and marking out card, 
folding and securing it in place to make a 3D basic 
structure that they can decorate.  
At the end of the topic we will set these on fire and 
have our very own ‘Great Fire’. 

DT 

 
 

Baking bread 
The children will learn that the bakery in Pudding 
Lane was where the Great Fire of London began. The 
children will taste different breads and then bake, 
eat and compare two themselves. The children will 
evaluate the breads that they have baked and think 
about what they would improve if they baked them 
again. 
We will learn about the different foods eaten in 
1666 compared with the rich and varied diet of 
today.  

PSHE Keeping myself safe  

Children will be able to: 

 Talk about how to keep their bodies healthy 
and safe. 

 Name ways to stay safe around medicines. 



 
 

 Know how to stay safe in their home, 
classroom and outside. 

 Know age-appropriate ways to stay safe 
online. 

 Name adults in their lives and those in their 
community who keep them safe. 

Music 

 
 

In the Groove 
In this unit of work, the children will learn to move in 
time to the pulse of the song. We will clap rhythms 
of words and find the rhythm in different pieces of 
music. The children will learn to sing songs and then 
change the words to create their own verse of a 
familiar song. They will use simple percussion 
instruments and begin to play the notes C and D on a 
glockenspiel.  
I will teach the children to sing London’s Burning as 
it fits our topic perfectly. We will learn to sing in a 
round. 

Geography 

 

This term, linked to our work on the Great Fire, the 
children will take an imaginary trip to one of the 
most famous cities in the world. They will find out 
about London, including its location, geographical 
features and learn to recognise and name some of 
its famous landmarks. They will know that it is the 
capital city of England and the UK. They will use 
maps to investigate London today and London at the 
time of the fire in 1666. 

PE 

 

This term children will be learning ball skills and 
counter balances with a partner. 
They will begin to compare their own movements 
and skills with those of others. They will learn to 
select and link movements together to fit a theme. 
The children will explore and describe different 
movements and also observe and copy others. 
Our dance/music and movement lessons will follow 
the theme of Springtime and Easter.  

Maths This term the Year 1 children will be continuing their 
work on numbers to 50, including place value.  
They will add and subtract larger numbers and solve 
problems in real life contexts as well as in 
straightforward calculations. The children will learn 
how to count in twos, fives and tens.  
The year 2 children will continue their work on 
statistics bothering gathering data and interpreting 



 
 

it. They will create tally charts, pictograms and block 
diagrams. 
Towards the end of term, both year groups will 
complete a unit of work on length and height. They 
will be engaged in lots of practical work measuring 
items in the classroom. 
 
Reception pupils will continue to work on subitising 
(counting with our eyes) numbers to 5. They will 
learn to form numerals correctly and read, write and 
count out amounts to match a numeral.  
The children will explore the composition of each 
number e.g. The composition of 5 is 4+1, 1+4,3+2, 
2+3, 0+5 and 5+0.  

Computing 

 
 

The children will develop their understanding of the 
various aspects of using a computer to create and 
manipulate text. They will become more familiar 
with using a keyboard and mouse to enter and 
remove text. They will also consider how to change 
the look of their text and justify their reasoning in 
making these changes. Finally they will consider the 
differences between using a computer to create 
text, and writing text on paper. They will be able to 
explain which method they prefer and explain their 
reasoning for choosing this. 
 

 


